Order for Personal Devotions
and
Summer Lectionary Readings
2017
Personal devotions are generally designed around the needs and
preferences for each individual. There may be included Bible
readings, prayers, meditation, readings from other sources,
appropriate music and reflective thinking. It is helpful to find a
specific place and time for devotions, so that they become a
special focus of the day. The form that follows suggests a way in
which personal devotions may be structured that invites
creativity and adaptation.
A TIME FOR SILENCE
Use this time to center your thoughts, calm your emotions and lay
aside outside agendas.
REMEMBERING YOUR BAPTISM
Make the sign of the cross, perhaps by dipping your fingers in
water and touching it to your forehead. As Martin Luther
suggested, you may want to begin and end the day by reading or
reciting the Ten Commandments, the Creed and the Lord’s
Prayer as a way of reminding yourself that you are part of the
communion of saints through your baptism.
SCRIPTURE READING
Use the Sunday lectionary readings, Psalms for Daily Prayer, the
Daily Lectionary, or select a passage of scripture appropriate to
the needs of the day.
READINGS FROM OTHER SOURCES
Choose readings from devotional books, poetry, hymns, the
newspaper or other sources.

A TIME FOR REFLECTION
You may choose to keep a time of silence as you reflect on the
readings. Background music may be helpful. Sit in a comfortable
position.
PRAYER
A time for prayer may focus on the above reflections or whatever
arises in your heart and mind as you review the events of the day
or look forward to the day ahead. Prayer is intimate time with
God; words may be helpful, but not necessary, as you share with
God your concerns and hopes.
CLOSING
As your time for devotions comes to an end, you may close with a
reminder that God goes with you into the world, such as: “Now
let your servant go in peace; your word has ben fulfilled. My own
eyes have seen salvation which you have prepared in the sight of
every people; a light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of
your people Israel.”

***Continue for Sunday lectionary readings
For June 11—September 10***

